
T E A M  A F R I C A

YOUTH OLYMPIC GAMES EQUESTRIAN EXPLAINED



BACKGROUND TO ACES

INVOLVEMENT IN TEAM AFRICA

• The first time ACES became involved in preparing a team for YOG was  for 
Buenos Aries 2018 


• They organised a training camp in RSA where 4 of the 5 riders met and trained 
for a week


• This was considered instrumental in the achievement of the BRONZE medal in 
Buenos Aires 2018


The camp included :

• Riding training every day

• Equestrian Simulator

• Horse Physio training

• Interviews and press training

• Mental Coaching

• Team bonding and preparation


• ACES and FEI Solidarity for Team Africa then built on this success and 
developed the Talent Spotting Program to prepare for Senegal 2022 - COVID 
forced these games to be delayed and instead FEI held an event in Aachen, 
Germany - the Youth Equestrian Games - with wonderful results for Africa: 
Individual Gold and Silver and Team Bronze!



AACHEN 2022

• ACES was granted funding from FEI Solidarity with the vision of 
improving on the Team Bronze in 2018 and to add an 
individual medal with a TALENT SPOTTING PROGRAM which 
included a coach travelling to all interested countries to help 
them manage their athlete development, training camps and 
other technical support.


• Results: Individual Gold and individual Silver for Africa plus 
Team Bronze at Aachen


• On the back of the success of this program FEI Solidarity has 
awarded funding to run the project again for DAKAR 2026.



THE VISION 

• Build on the success of Africa’s

results at Aachen 


• DAKAR 2026


• Team Medal – SILVER OR GOLD


• Individual Medals 


• Development of equestrian sport (jumping) throughout 
Africa 



THE COUNTRIES

• ACES has 20 member 
countries.   Of these the 
following  9 countries have 
been represented at YOG: 

• Algeria

• Egypt

• Libya

• Mauritius

• Morocco

• Senegal

• RSA

• Zambia

• Zimbabwe

• 7 More countries have 
expressed an interest in Dakar 
2026 through the Talent 
Spotting Program: 


• Botswana

• Cote d’Ivoire

• DR Congo

• Eswatini

• Ethiopia

• Namibia

• Tunisia


16 countries in total



YOG QUALIFICATION
• How? National Federations need to organise the FEI JUMPING WORLD CHALLENGE 2024 

& 2025


• Who can qualify the country? Athletes born between the 1 January 2008 and 31 
December 2011 of any Nationality but registered with the National Federation


• Which countries make up Team Africa? THE BEST FIVE DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN AFRICA 
according to results collected from the FEI Jumping World Challenge Category A 
Competition 3, 2025. Guideline: athletes will probably need a clear round in Round 1& 
Round 2 and possibly a good time taken in Round 2


• Who can represent their country at YOG?  ONLY Athletes who hold a passport of the 
qualified country with a Certificate of Competency (COC) can compete at the Games


• How to get a COC? Each Individual needs 8 penalties or less in the first round of 
Competition 1,2 or 3 in Category A, FEI JWC 2025 to be considered for a place on the 
Africa Team


• The individual is selected for the Games by their National Federation



NATIONALITIES 

• ONLY nationals holding the country passport are 
eligible to compete at the Olympics – Rule 41 of the 
Olympic Charter (refer to this on the internet) 


• Read FEI Article 119 of the FEI General Regulations


• Junior Athletes can change their nationalities once 
a year.



THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF NATIONAL 
FEDERATIONS TO PREPARE FOR DAKAR 2026

• The ACES and FEI Solidarity Initiatives should NOT be the only 
programme your country relies on, but can complement your 
in-country programmes - if you need help to develop a 
program for your athletes contact ACES for support


• NFs need to register with FEI Solidarity to hold the FEI Jumping 
World Challenge Categories A, B & C


• International competition is vital, and we encourage all ACES 
members to encourage athletes of the YOG age group to 
compete in CSI and CSIO competitions to provide experience 
and exposure


• The ACES Board and Administrators will try to assist all NFs if 
they need guidance, advice and/or in facilitating other 
opportunities outside the FEI Solidarity grant such as athlete 
placements to train in other member countries.



PHASE 1 – TALENT IDENTIFICATION

• Talent Identification  2023 & 2024 - one visit from the 
chosen FEI EXPERT

Three groups with three experts chosen by FEI


• Talent Identification Clinic - NFs to choose between 6 
and 12 riders and set a suitable date with administrator

MOHAMED KAILFA (EGY) 


• Algeria 

• Egypt 

• Ethiopia 

• Libya 

• Tunisia 


CHARLEY CROCKART (ZIM)


• Botswana 

• Eswatini 

• Namibia

• South Africa

• Zambia

• Zimbabwe


THIERRY KLEIN (MAR)


• DR Congo

• Cote d’Ivoire

• Mauritius 

• Morocco 

• Senegal




TALENT IDENTIFICATION CLINIC  
2023 & 2024

• One “Talent Identification Clinic” will be organise in each country interested in 
2023 & 2024


• Format: incl. each athlete with his/her coach

• 2 days : Technical training sessions (level FEI WCHA-S/Cat B)

• 1 day: Training competition/ level 1.15/ FEI WCHA-S Cat B course plan)

• Individual Interview of each Athlete involved


Note: minimum technical requirement: all athletes having competed at min. 
1.10 in 2023 & 1.20 in 2024


• OPEN TO 12 athletes in each country. Minimum 6 athletes.  


NF to provide a list of athletes to ACES Administrators for registration for this 
initiative and book dates that will suit Expert Coach and Federation.



PHASE 2 - TRAINING CAMPS – 2025

• Phase 1 will be followed with Phase 2 in 2025 - which includes 3 
regional training camps


• 2024 ACES will call for bids to host these training camps - 
Federations will be required to find horses of a suitable standard to 
lend to athletes


• How many athletes are accepted on the camp and the actual 
format will be confirmed


•  Individuals selected for the camp will need to hold a COC


• They will involve a competition for the athletes on borrowed 
horses, with associated training.



PHASE 3 - FINAL CAMP 

PREPARATION FOR DAKAR 2026

• Prior to the Games in Dakar, there will be a training 
camp, similar to that run in Germany in 2022.   This 
will prepare the final 5 athletes for the Games.   

• The location of this camp will be bid for in 2025 

through the ACES bidding system.



AFRICAN YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS & 
GAMES

• It is hoped that the African Youth Games 
(AYG) should continue to include 
Equestrian Events, the first was hosted in 
Algiers, Algeria in 2018.

• Since then Algeria held the African Youth 

Championships in  Oran in 2022.

• Algeria and Senegal plan to hold similar 

events in 2023 and 2024 in preparation to 
the Games.

• ACES will keep you updated on 

international competitions available for 
young riders in Africa


