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ACES Dressage Challenge

• The aim:

offer athletes the opportunity to compete continentally without horse travel

• The Competition – 2 Levels
Category A (FEI Dressage World Challenge levels)

Intermediate I, Prix St. Georges, Senior II, Senior I, Youth

2 age groups: 12- 16 years and 16 years and older

Category B (Entry levels)

Elementary, Novice, Preliminary

3 age groups: Children - 11 years and under

Junior – 12 to 16 years

Adult – 16 years and older.

With funding from FEI Solidarity for the FEI Dressage World Challenge, ACES offers an 



ACES Dressage Challenge

• The reason for this Series:

❖ Compete in Africa without 

horse travel 

❖ Continental Ranking System

❖ Allow levels below WDC Levels 

for Entry Level Countries

❖ Progression to FEI WDC Levels

❖ Progression to FEI CDI Levels

• Constraints on Progress:

❖ Only 2 FEI Judges in 

Africa

❖ Big “gaps” on International 

vs National Judges Scores

Therefore, Application to FEI Solidarity to allow JUDGES TRAVEL and Exposure



Objectives of Judges Exchange Programme

• Standardise Dressage Judging on the African continent.

• Increase the number of National Judges

• Gain experience judging with, and learning from the Foreign Judges 

during the Event.

• Possible promotion by National Federation



Outline of Judges Exchange Programme

1. Shadow judge all levels below current qualification at chosen 
destination.

2. Potential to Shadow judge 1 or 2 levels above current 
qualification.

3. Sit in with Foreign Judge at all other levels.
4. Attend the DWC and ACES Challenge and sit in and shadow 

judge in their own country.   We understand that many will be 

riding, so work around their riding schedule

5. Submit Documentation / Reports to this effect



The Foreign Judge

Suggested report from Foreign Judge

• Appearance and behaviour of Delegate

• Knowledge of English

• Correct use of technical language

• Knowledge of test

• Ranking (Main focus of best placed 50% of competitors)

• Spread in final scores in %
• Percentage achieved: 5% and more difference to MJ (how often? valid reason?)
• Correct use of marks and remarks

• Recommendations for further training / education

• The FJ may make a recommendation to the NF regarding the promotion of the 

delegate on a National Level.



• Activity sheet for shadow judging will be provided to all registered 

delegates and has to be completed, and signed, by the Foreign 

Judge, for both Events.

• The log books and activity sheets must be submitted to 

dressage.aces@gmail.com no later that 2 weeks after the Event.

Documents and Submission

Suggestions to Improve the Experience and the potential 

for Promotion?

mailto:dressage.aces@gmail.com
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