
Group IX — Blended Online Learning

A Platform for Development of Judges, 

in conjunction with the ESEE workshops



Introduction

ESEE workshops have been delivered in most Group IX 
countries since 2015, the primary goal being to assist Group IX 
Federations to develop national certification systems for Judges.


Similar challenges are faced in several federations e.g. large 
distances, low numbers, understandable participant turnover.


On these ESEE workshops it has been found that Judges 
typically lack theoretical understanding, experience and 
confidence.



This platform serves to introduce an online, standardised 
International Group IX System for Judges education as a 
foundation (and pre-requisite) for further development through 
ESEE workshops, as well as the education and certification of 
Group IX Judges over the longer term.


In time this could remove the need for each Federation to 
develop their own Certification systems for Judges and could 
remain an integral part of this certification process, and 
standardise the education and certification process for the 
Group IX Judges.

VISION



Proposed Implementation
Certification has three Phases:


I      Theory including practical application via video clip analysis …………… online


II     2 or 3 , 2-day ESEE practicals ………………………….. …. live by ESEE Experts


III   Final Certification Assessment for Judges….. live by 2 Examiners in each country


With a solid foundation of knowledge for Judges by way of the online platform, future 
ESEE workshops can be adjusted to run for 2 days instead of 4 and can be purely 
practical in nature … which is the greatest need across Group IX

Benefits of Online Education

Take education to (more) Students  
Eliminate the need for Examiners



Phase I  —  Online Certification Platform

Phase I     Theory Phase I      Video Analysis

Reading material divided into 3 Modules

Multiple-choice exam at the end of each module

Multiple Modules comprising Theory and Video Content

Multiple-choice questions and assessments at the end of each module


Min. 80% pass rate required for participants to advance to the next module

Learn — view a series of clips of movements with varying quality 

Assessment — score movements (a range of multiple-choice answers are correct)

Video clips are a crucial tool, a valuable baseline for starting to develop the ability to assess.



Phase II  —  Live Practical ESEEs      Phase III  —  Judge Certification

Phase II     2 x 2 day ESEEs per annum Phase III      Certification Day

Live Judging with ESEE Experts

Judging riders under simulated show conditions 

In future …

Phase II engagements by ESEE Expert should be phased out 

Over time each NF leverages the skills of now-certified Judges to conduct Phases II + III

Examiner

Experts conduct a one day “Live Assessment”

Assess competency in live situations and certify



Overview of Group IX Judge Education / Certification
An online learning platform, comprising 3 Modules:


           Trainee & Learner Judges                                         focus: Rules & Training Scale


           Judge Levels A, B, C, D                                              focus: pending


           Judge Levels National Candidate & National     focus: pending

M1

M2

M3



Judges Trainee and Learner
Module 1



Competencies Trainee Judges (Panel A & B) Learner Judges Evaluation System
Education Plan Scribe, sit in, attend webinars Shadow judge and pass 2nd written exam Successful shadow judge exams at appropriate test level, to 

move to Panel D 

Keep activity sheet Written exam more technical, preamble of rules, collective marks

Pass first written exam on rules. Successfully shadow 
judge to move to Learner Judge level

5 National Dressage Competition as Shadow Judge with min. 20 
riders/horses Level — Preliminary

5 National Dressage Competition as Shadow Judge with 
min. 20 riders/horses Level — Novice

To know: 

National Rules and 


Technical Handbook 

(for Dressage Judges)

Panel A Passed first written exam (rules). Successful 
shadow judge at Preliminary (P) level to move to 
Learner judge. Panel B volunteered time, scribing, sit in, 
attend webinars where applicable etc (keep activity 
sheet)

Can judge Preliminary (P) classes (not children). Successful 
shadow judge plus second written exam — more technical 
(preamble to rules, collective marks and definition of 
movements) to move to Provincial Panel

On line Questionnaire Module 1 (Rules and Training Scale) 
and Practical Tests, validated by the Reference Judge

To know how: 

(i) to apply the rules 


(ii) follow Technical Handbook 

& Training Scale (for Dressage Judges)   

               To know how to judge: Novice Level, Analyse, Evaluate, give 
marks according to the Technical Handbook guideline and 
the directive ideas 

To know how to: 

manage the competition 


following the National 

Rules and in accordance with 


the national technical standard
Minimum requirements 


for eligibility
To have ridden or coached at Novice level to apply to 
become a trainee judge

To have ridden or coached at Novice level to apply to become a 
Learner judge

Minimum Level 

of Competencies

Learner Judge is able to judge: (i) Paces: rhythm and 
regularity (ii) Seat (iii) Precision and use of the aids (iv) 
General attitude of the horse (v) Quality of the contact and 
acceptance of the bit (vi) Impulsion (vii) Straightness (viii) 
Balance (ix) Quality of the transitions paces (x) Bending 



Judge Level A, B, C, D
Module 2



Competencies Dressage Judge: Level A, B, C, D Evaluation System
Education Plan 1 National Course delivered by a National Group IX  Reference Judge Successful shadow judge exams at appropriate test level

or the first ESEE deliver by the FEI Expert

and 5 National Dressage Competition as Shadow Judge with min. 10 riders/horses level Elementary

To know: 

National Rules  

and Technical Handbook 

(for Dressage Judges)

Panel D (i) able to judge Novice incl. children and successful shadow judge to move to Level C (ii) able to judge Novice 
and Elementary and successful shadow judge for Level B (iii) able to judge Novice, Elementary, Elementary Medium (iv) 
and judge at CN status shows in the company of a National Judge. Successful shadow judge to go to Level A (v) able to 
judge Novice (N), Elementary (E), Elementary Medium (EM), & Medium (M).  South Africa can judge out of Province but 
within the grade. Successful shadow judge of Medium to move to National Candidate panel (vi) to know Test level 
Preliminary and Elementary, EM and Medium Movement and Directive ideas

On-line Questionnaire Module 2 (technical movements 
Novice to  Medium as required) and Practical Tests, 
validated by the Reference Judge

To know how: 

(i) to apply the rules 


(ii) follow Technical Handbook 

& Training Scale (for Dressage Judges)   

To judge: Elementary, Elementary Medium and Medium tests,  Analyse, Evaluate, Giving marks according to the 
Technical Handbook guideline and the directive ideas 

Practical Judging Tests  — 5 competitions per test level 
i.e. E, EM, M. Min. 5 horses per class. Max. deviation 
marks with the Reference judge: 5%

To know how to: 

manage the competition following the 
National Rules and in accordance with 


the national technical standard

To manage, control and ensure the smooth running of the competition according to National Rules Part of the Online Questionnaire (Module 2) and 
validated by the Reference Judge who follows the 
candidate during the 5 Test Competitions. Certification is 
validated by the Reference Judge after the 5 Test 
Competitions

Minimum requirements 

for eligibility

To have ridden or coached (Certified Level 1) at Elementary Level for Panel D & C, in official competition.  

To have ridden or coached at Elementary Medium Level for Panel B & A.

Minimum Level 

of Competencies

The Provincial Dressage judge is able to judge (i) Paces (rhythm and regularity, transitions (working, medium, extended) 
(ii) Seat of the rider (iii) Precision and use of the aids (iv) General attitude of the horse (v) Quality of the contact and 
acceptance of the bit (vi) Impulsion (vii) Straightness (viii) Balance (ix) Quality of the transitions paces (x) Bending (xi) 
Lateral movement qualities



Judge Level National Candidate, National

& National Elite

Module 3



Competencies Judge Level: National Candidate Judge Level: National Evaluation System
Education Plan 1 National Course delivered by a National Group IX 

Reference Judge or 2/3 ESEE delivered by FEI Expert 
Successful shadow judge exams at appropriate test level

and 5 National Dressage Competitions as Shadow Judge 
with min. 10 riders/horses level Medium and Advanced

To know: 

National Rules and Technical 

Handbook (for Dressage Judges)

To successfully shadow judge Advanced and Prix St. George. 

Test level — Advanced and Prix St. George

To successfully judge Advanced, and Prix St. George

Test level - Advanced and Prix St. George

On-line Questionnaire Module 3 (Advanced and Prix St 
George) and Practical Tests, validated by Reference 
Judge

To know how: 

(i) to apply the rules (ii) follow 

Technical Handbook & Training 
Scale (for Dressage Judges)   

How to Judge:  Advanced and Prix St. George. Analyse, 
Evaluate, Giving marks

To know how to Judge:  Advanced and Prix St. George. 
Analyse, Evaluate, Giving marks

Practical Judging Tests (5 Competitions per test level. 
Test Advanced and Prix St George.  5 competitions Test  
(Advanced and Prix St. George)  with min. 5 horses per 
class).  Max. deviation marks with Reference Judge: 5%

To know how to: 

manage the competition following 

the national rules and in 
accordance with the national 

technical standard

To manage, control and ensure the smooth running of the 
competition according to National Rules

To manage, control and ensure the smooth running of the 
competition according to National Rules

Part of the Online Questionnaire and Validated by the 
Reference Judge who follows the candidate during the 5 
Test competitions. The certification is validated by the 
Reference Judge after the 5 test Competitions

Minimum requirements 

for eligibility

To be Candidate National for 1 year and to have practiced 
dressage in official competition up to baseline Medium / 
Advanced and/or to be a Certified Level 2 Coach

To have been a Candidate National for 1 year and to have 
practiced dressage in official competition up to baseline 
Medium/Advanced and/or to be a Certified Level 2 Coach

Minimum Level 

of Competencies

The National Candidate Judge is able to judge (i) Paces 
(rhythm and regularity, transitions (working, medium, 
extended) (ii) Seat (iii) precision and use of the aids (iv) 
Attitude of the horse (v) Quality of the contact and 
acceptance of the bit (vi) Impulsion (vii) Straightness (viii) 
Balance (ix) Accuracy in the transitions paces to paces  (x) 
Bending (xi) Lateral movement qualities

The National Judge is able to judge (i) Paces (rhythm and 
regularity, transitions (working, medium, extended) (ii) 
Seat (iii) precision and use of the aids (iv) Attitude of the 
horse (v) Quality of the contact and acceptance of the bit 
(vi) Impulsion (vii) Straightness (viii) Balance (x) Accuracy 
in the transitions paces to paces  (x) Bending (xi) Lateral 
movement qualities



Dressage Judge: Level National Elite

Competencies Judge Level: National Elite (Panel A & B)

Education Plan 1 National Course delivered by a National Group IX Reference Judge 

or 

3 ESEE delivered by the FEI Expert

and

5 National Dressage competitions as Shadow judge with min. 10 riders / horses Level Advanced and 5 riders / horses level Prix St. 
George

To know: 

National Rules and Technical 


Handbook (for Dressage Judges)

Panel B Advanced and Small Tour, Panel A Advanced, Small and Medium and Big Tour. 

To know Test level Advanced, Small, Medium and Big Tour Movements and Directive ideas

To know how: (i) to apply the rules (ii) follow 
Technical Handbook & Training Scale 


(for Dressage Judges)   

To judge: Prix St. George, Inter 1, Medium Tour and Big Tour.

Analyse, Evaluate, Giving Marks with the Reference Judge: 5%

To know how to: 

manage the competition following the 

national rules and in accordance with the 
national technical standard

To manage, control and ensure the smooth running of the Competition according to the rules (National / FEI)

Minimum requirements 

for eligibility

To be National Judge for 2 years and to have practiced dressage in official competitions up to baseline level Advanced and / or to be a 
Certified Level 3 Coach Dressage Specialist

Minimum Level 

of Competencies

The National Elite Judge is able to judge (i) Paces: rhythm and regularity, transitions (working, medium, extended) (ii) Seat 

(iii) precision and use of the aids (iv) Attitude of the horse (v) Quality of the contact and acceptance of the bit (vi) Impulsion 

(vii) Straightness (viii) Balance (x) Accuracy in the transitions paces to paces  (x) Bending (xi) Lateral movement qualities



Example of the Proposed Online Platform

Group IX Judge Certification

https://pulsepoint.co.za/login/mod/page/view.php?id=980


Group IX Blended Online Learning is available via the Group IX 
web-site with individual access.


Registration for the course to cost “X” (to contribute to ongoing 
development within the respective NF’s). Each Federation 
should ring-fence these funds to cover the costs for the Final 
Live Assessments, which can take place once a year in each 
country, or to cover costs to send candidates to South Africa. 


Federations could invoice the prospective candidates and 
provide access credentials to the platform.



Provision of suitable content, videos etc, planned by way of getting 
permission from DSA to video all levels at Championship event/s.


Time required to design, structure, craft questions, assessments 


Testing and approvals for release


Total cost to implement and deploy


Ongoing cost of maintenance


Eventual ongoing uploading of video content


Could initially be rolled out to Group IX but extended to other groups 
who may experience similar problems with development.


Similar courses could be offered on the same platform for other 
disciplines e.g. Eventing.


Designed in line with SAQA specifications to ensure the implementation 
of the NQF framework.  


